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(From the Greek: symposion a drinking-party with intellectual discussion)
Balloonowledge 2012 
McKinley Grand Hotel
Canton, OH
April 13, 2012

Registration
Pre-register and pay by January 31, 2012 and save - just $40.  Late registrations and walk-ins welcome - $50.  The Competitors’ Symposium is organized and staffed by the BFA’s Hot Air Competition Division. 
Topics and Speakers
Competition Yesterday and Today: Compare and contrast competition in the 80-90’s to today including a look at future competition.  Explore recent events with tasks numbering up to eleven.  Review round vs. racer balloons.  Does the sport need competition classes, i.e. Championship and Sportsman?  45 minutes, Al Nels
A Look Toward Longview: What to expect given 100°+ temperatures, airspace restrictions, swamps and low lands, an ‘old’ but new Event Director and some serious red PZ’s.  45 minutes, Jim Birk
Flight Planning – Using Declarations to Your Advantage: The ability to make goal declarations before, during, and after launch, brings back a layer of complexity and strategy that has been missing from many competitions for several years. This topic will discuss how to manage declarations and use them to your advantage when flight planning.  1 hour, Andy Baird
Strategies for the New Electronic 3-D Tasks: Presenters will explore successful strategies for flying a cake, inverted cake, donut, angle and land run inside a circle.  Better yet, Nick will demonstrate how to fly the task with paper map only . . . no computer in the cockpit.  1 hour, Nick Donner
[bookmark: _GoBack]Event Officials . . . a Look Into the Backroom: Presenters describe the process of weather evaluation, task development, marker vs. electronic tasks, last flight of the event considerations, safety and scoring issues.  1 hour, Maury Sullivan & Sam Parks
What’s New in Electronic Mapping?: Demonstrations of GPS and cell phone mapping as well as new I Pads compared to PC’s.  New apps and new toys are reviewed and rated by expert competitors.  New to using Compe?  How to set up and best use the capabilities of your Compe software.  45 minutes, Paul Petrehn & Andy Baird
Some Practical Exercises: Applying information and techniques presented, plan your flight given real tasks, weather and competition map examples.  1 hour, Group Presentation
Schedule – Friday, April 13, 2012
	Time Frame
	Topic
	Leader

	8:30 am
	Continental Breakfast w/ continuous beverages
	

	9:00 – 9:45 am
	A Look at Competition Yesterday and Today
	Al Nels

	9:45 – 10:30 am
	A Look Toward Longview
	Jim Birk

	10:30 – 11:30 am
	Flight Planning – Using Declarations . . .
	Andy Baird

	11:30 am – 1:00 pm
	Lunch – on your own
	

	1:00 – 2:00 pm
	Strategies for Electronic 3-D Tasks
	Nick Donner

	2:00 – 3:00 pm
	Event Officials . . . a Look Into the Back Room
	Maury Sullivan & Sam Parks

	3:00 – 3:15 pm
	Break – refreshments and snacks
	

	3:15 – 4:00 pm
	What’s New in Electronic Mapping?
	Paul Petrehn & Andy Baird

	4:00 – 5:30 pm
	Some Practical Exercises
	All
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